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both frutefull and godly: and partlye that by the meanes of this
homely present I may the better renewe and revive (which of late,
as you know, I have already begonne to do) that old acquayntaunce,
that was betwene you and me in the time of our childhode, being
then scolefsllowes together. Not doubting- that you for your native
goodnes, and gentelnes will accept in good parte this poore gift, as an
argument, or token, that mine old good wil and hartye affection to-
wardes you is not, by reason of long tract of time and separation of
our bodies, any thinge at all quayled and diminished, but rather (I
assuer you) much augmented and increased. This verely is the
chieffe cause, that hath incouraged me to be so bolde with youre
maistershippe. Els truelye this my poore present is of such simple
and meane sort, that it is neyther able to recompense the least portion
of your great gentlenes to me, of my part undeserved, both in the
time of our olde acquayntance, and also now lately again bountifully
shewed: neither yet fitte and mete for the very basenes of it to be
offered to one so worthy as you be. But Almighty God (who
therfore ever be thanked) hath avaunced you to such fortune and
dignity, that you be of hability to accept thankefully as well a mans
good will as his gift. The same god graunte you and all yours long,
and joyfully to contynue in all godlynes and prospertye.